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selt Somalia U'S. arms in exchange’
: .forsusmv Somali. ports .will end up -
. causmﬂ more lrouble than it’s ‘worth, :

the House Forexﬂn "Affairs’ subcommit- -

. tee on " Africa’ -has told Scc_ etary o_f
State Edmund S. Muskie. -

‘i Seven of the subcommlttees ewht
- members said in their letter that the.

ministration wants to transfer from.
-iother accounts to start the arms flow
“.should not be shifted... .. .= - -

*‘The -Foreign - Affairs subcommlttee\

"“does not' have the authority te stop-
the reprogramming; the: conzressional
-appropriattons” committees - do. They

e have not yet acted i

Because‘ t,here are a;ready new base.

aoreements “with"Kenya “atid Oman,

< and ‘ones. in’ negotiation with Egypt, ”

.the subcommittee wrote DMuskie, use
of the.Somali ports of Berbera .and

- Mogadishu “would appear to add little
. tg ourregional military capabilities.” - -

Once the United States establishes
a military: ‘presence in ‘Somalia, the

subcommxttee said in the letter sent -
- to Muskie Thursday, the Soviet Union’
« may press Ethiopia for comparable fa- -

» cilities in that country
t:3 Other .dangers.of U.S. B

y -

' to-Somalia,:- the subcommittee wrote,--'

include exacerbatton; ‘of:the - Somali-

_Ethiopian " conflict :: over:y Ethxopxas;’f

,’,Odaden RIAS mvohfement‘,mla re-=

- gional ‘war:.and estrarigement. of: the*
pohtxcally -and: mxh’canly "important

oppose Somahas eiforts m the O°a
QOB L s d i mr o T ariey

Ca T—he Car"er admxmstratxon S plén to

nited States “£rom.the economxcally,u k

‘African -states-: whm,overwhelmmgly !

i

L

e}

i

<,y

THE
30 August 1980

SR o &

OnIy Rep John Buchanan (R:Ala)
‘dxd Tiot sign the letter.
“Somalia has “been fl“htln"’ smﬂ
- 1974 to annex Ethxopxa; Odaden dis- _
'mct :
Althoudh the State Department in-
sxsts ‘Somalia has given up on the idea
of .a military takeover and no longer

“has a significant body of troops in the .
Intelligence -
Agency ' told “the subcommittes tais
week fhat elements of three Somali

Ogaden,  the- Central

- batiations, plus tip to 1,000 Somall reg-
ularsserving with insurgents, stiil ao-
,.MI' to be 1i the UZaden.
-+ “Despite s written and verbal as-
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'surances to-the contrary,” the subcom-

mitteewrote - dMuskie,
mains deeply ‘and intimately- involved
in the-armed struggle which continues
to rage in the Ethiopian Ogaden.” -
“If the:United States- established a

mlhtarypresence in Somaha and the

long confhct with Ethxoptan heats up,
the subcommlttee reasoned Amex ican
leaders would be faced with abandon-
ing its new-friend. or becoming in-
velved in regional warfare.:

“Given Somahaa contxued roilitary
acfmn in .the Ogaden, and the risks
posed-to the United States from esca-
lation, the, subcommittee said the.ad-
ministrations plan. to reprogram $29
muiion should .not go forward..

.- Chairman - .Stephen. . J .Solarz ,.(D-_

V Y.) said if:State ignores the subcom~
.- mittee he will move to chanhge the law -

. to make such objections bmdm,, 4

:t, +The:House -and- Senate: Appropna

;. .tions committees, under the 1979 law -

.-covering” forewn ‘military: sales, . can
. stop such a reprogramming requeat at
- the. $20°. :million. : for .Somalia. . Each
must give its. “written prior approval” ¢

berore the actxon, can go forwaxd b vy

- “Somalia“ re- -

———————
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The subcommittee Ietterleaves tha g
door-. open for going alonw thh the’ re-
programming later lf State can pro—
vide better assurances ‘that : Somah

eaulars are:out of the Ogaden and
will stay out. CEy

Subeommittee “membefs nave sald
that Richard M. Moose; assistant secre-:
tary-of State for African affairs, and
the CIA.gave conflicting reports -earl-
ier this week on the.extent of the So-
malia mxhtary presence in the Ogaden.

State. Department spokesman John

Trattner insisted Thursday that there
was no real dholerciice dstween Jdie
State and CIX reports, but 1eiused 1o
provide 1i1gures, SOIAZ said T dz -
plore™ That ine CIX [gures gIven 1o
the subcommitiee In secret were pui- .

diely disclosed.. T o L e
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